
Sports Leadership 
professional qualifications 
power primary success 

Providing teachers with the most up-to-
date and specific training requires input 
and involvement from a network of tutors, 
providers and supporting experts with 
the requirements and trends regularly 
changing.

In order to ensure that teachers receive the 
highest levels of training in increasingly 
specialised fields, forward-thinking 
institutions like Hartpury University 
have to stay ahead of the game with 
their programmes for undergraduate 
teachers and education staff already in 
employment.

To achieve this, they work in partnership 
with organisations like Plymouth and 
Cornwall Training (PACT), who provide 
the highest levels of expertise when it 
comes to delivering specialist courses, such 
as the Level 5 and 6 qualifications from 
SLQ Sports Leaders for staff looking to 
specialise in Primary PE.

Dave Shurmer, who owns and runs 
PACT, believes that the relationship with 
Hartpury University is beneficial for 
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learners. He said: “The qualification itself 

is mainly aimed at qualified teachers who 

work in Primary Schools but might not 

have much PE training.

“I saw some stats a few years ago that said 

teachers receive seven hours of PE training 

as part of their degree, so the qualification 

aims to upskill existing primary school 

teachers so that they’re more aware of the 

requirements of the national curriculum.”

Building up the relationship with the 

university has happened extremely rapidly, 

with the institution keen to ensure that 

their learners are ready for employment 

in schools as soon as they graduate. Dave 

continues: “Hartpury were really forward-

thinking on that side of things.

“We had a conversation with them at the 

start of 2018 where they were keen on the 

course and they saw the value for some of 

the undergraduates coming out at degree 

level with this specialism so that they were 

ahead of the game from an employability 

perspective as much as anything.

Level 5/6 PE
Case Study

Aim:
To create a successful and sustainable, 
partnership-based programme for 
providing teachers with the skills they 
need to deliver PE and sport to the 
highest possible level.

Impact:
Learners completing the course have 
either returned to their studies or 
employment with greater knowledge 
of the subject and more confidence to 
apply that knowledge effectively and 
consistently.

“The goalposts in education 
are always shifting as the 
national curriculum changes 
and evolves. What the Level 
5 courses allow you to do 
is stay current with your 
knowledge, so that if you’re 
working in education you 
can apply it to what’s going 
on now.”
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“As an existing centre delivering courses 
from Sports Leaders, we were already 
running the qualification for a number 
of years so we spoke to Hartpury about 
supporting them in terms of resources 
or helping with delivery. They’ve gone 
away and merged that into their BSc (Hons)
Physical Education and School Sport 
degree, undergraduate programme, and
things have really flourished from there.

“We’ve had a really successful year with a 
number of their undergraduates completing 
the qualification and going into the teaching 
world a bit more primed and ready rather 
then being behind the times in terms of the 
expectations of teaching high quality PE.”

In recent times, the way that schools deliver 
PE to their pupils has changed dramatically, 
with increasing focus on making sure 
that pupils develop and progress, with 
supporting evidence to demonstrate that 
development.

One of the key advantages of working with 
a specialist provider for Level 5 and Level 
6 delivery is that this kind of relevance 
and topicality in education is kept as a 
high priority, something that is essential 
for PACT. Dave explains: “One of the main 
things for me is that there’s a depth of 
understanding of what the requirements of 
the national curriculum are.

“A lot of the qualified teachers who come 
onto our Level 5 course don’t always 
have a curriculum map or a plan for PE 
and they need guidance on how to assess 
and evidence progress. Historically, the 
approach to PE might have been to turn 
up and wing it, but now it’s far more 
about knowing where all our students are 
right now, so that if Ofsted turn up at any 
given moment and talk to our students, 
they already know the answers to their 
questions.

“They’re empowered, they’re self-aware 
and they’re target-setting, with an approach 
of Active Learning, which helps to make 

sure that PE lessons don’t have 20 minutes 

of getting changed, then 20 minutes of 

instruction and then finally a 20 minute 

lesson.

“PE in schools needs to be really focussed on 

high level physical activity that gets the kids 

huffing and puffing with actual physical 

health benefits to try and counteract the 

high levels of sedentary behaviour.

“The goalposts in education are always 

shifting as the national curriculum changes 

and evolves. What the Level 5 courses 

allow you to do is stay current with your 

knowledge, so that if you’re working in 

education you can apply it to what’s going 

on now.”

By offering the Level 5 Primary specialism 

as an embedded element of their 

undergraduate programmes for Physical 

Education, Hartpury have shown their view 

on its importance and value to learners, 

something which Dave recognises. He says: 

“It’s a strong selling point for the university 

in the sense that they’ve got something 

different by going to that institution.

“A lot of people might just do a degree 

whereas Hartpury have invested 

money where they can see value in the 

qualification to ensure that learners leave 

with more than their undergraduate 

certificate – they’re also leaving with 

this sector-specific qualification, which 

hopefully helps them to stand out at 

interviews.

“Nowadays, with students spending £9,000 

and upwards on their degrees, there might 

be some who almost feel that when they 

leave they’ve got a right to employment but 

often without the experience it’s hard to get 

that.

“One of the things that this qualification 

provides is the observations and that 

practical experience as well, so it really 

compliments that aspect of the programme 

and leaves them a bit more ready really.

“We’ve found that the course as well as 
the relationship between ourselves, SLQ 
and Hartpury has been really successful 
and we’ve had some great feedback so far 
from our delegates. It’s at the forefront of 
the sector and really is an industry-leading 
qualification, so for me it should be part of 
every undergraduate degree in education.”

Find out more: 

Qualifications and Awards from Sports 
Leaders 

Register your interest in delivering 
leadership courses 

“Historically, the approach to PE might have been to turn up and wing it, but now it’s far more 
about knowing where all our students are right now, so that if Ofsted turn up at any given 
moment and talk to our students, they already know the answers to their questions.”

To find out more about SLQ Sports 
Leaders call 01908 689180 
or visit sportsleaders.org

https://www.sportsleaders.org/qualifications-programmes
https://www.sportsleaders.org/qualifications-programmes
https://www.sportsleaders.org/about-us/getting-started
https://www.sportsleaders.org/about-us/getting-started
https://www.sportsleaders.org/about-us/getting-started

